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Meet Your Presenter

Kim Brown has been with the U.S. Census Bureau for 
over 40 years, with most of her time spent in customer 
services and training.

I am currently a training specialist in the Data 
Dissemination and Training Branch of the Customer 
Liaison & Marketing Services Office working with the 
Census Academy.

As a trainer, I guide data users in accessing, 
understanding and using Census Bureau data, products, 
and services. 

Kim Brown
Training Specialist
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• Census Bureau Surveys
• Census Bureau Geography
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www.census.gov
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The Census Bureau’s Mission is to serve as the nations leading provider of 
quality data about its people and economy.
Our goal is to provide the best mix of timeliness, relevancy, quality, and cost 
for the data we collect and the services we provide.

Census Bureau Mission Statement



Organizational Information

• There are 13 major statistical agencies 
within the U.S. Government

• The Census Bureau
• Is part of the U.S. Department of 

Commerce
• Contains 6 Directorates
• Contains  29+ Divisions or Offices



Census Bureau’s Offices and Centers



Census Bureau’s Regional Office

• Atlanta, Georgia
• Chicago, Illinois
• Denver, Colorado
• Los Angeles, California
• New York City, New York
• Philadelphia, Pennsylvania



Census – is a complete count or 
100% coverage

Survey – is a sample count and 
used in an estimate

Survey vs. Census



Censuses



2020 Decennial Census

• Online questionnaire available for the first 
time

• Mail in questionnaires were an option
• Total of 10 questions relating to topics such 

as:
• Age
• Sex
• Race
• Ethnicity
• Rent/Own

Tracking Self-Response Rates Map 
(census.gov)

https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/2020-census-self-response-rates-map.html


Decennial Census Data in Action

• Apportionment/Representation
• Redistricting
• Funding of Federal, State, and Local 

Government Programs
• Program Planning, Site location, 

Marketing Decisions



2020 Decennial Census

On April 1, 2020 the United States population was 331,449,281.  The U.S. 
Population as of May 1, 2023 was 334,694,600.
2020 Census: Apportionment of the U.S. House of Representatives

https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/2021/dec/2020-apportionment-map.html


Economic Census in Action

• Study industry and trends over time
• Evaluate investment opportunities 
• Implement Public Policy
• Measure economic development
• Business Plans
• Grants 



NAICS

• North American Industry Classification 
Code

• Can be 2-6 digits
• Some sectors not covered by the Census 

Bureau
• 20 sectors (public administration does not 

have representation in the economic 
census)

North American Industry 
Classification System (NAICS) U.S. 
Census Bureau

https://www.census.gov/naics/


Census of Governments 

• Collected every 5 years, in years ending in 
“2” and “7”

• Government organization data and 
information are for October of the year 
preceding the Census

• How governments are organized, how 
many people they employ and payroll 
amounts, and the finances of 
governments

About Census of Governments

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/cog/about.html


Census of Governments in Action

• The Bureau of Economic Analysis and the 
Federal Reserve Board–use the data to 
measure the nation's economic and 
financial performance

• State and local governments use the data 
to develop programs and budgets, assess 
financial conditions, and perform 
comparative analyses

• Analysts, economists, market specialists, 
and researchers need these data to 
measure the changing characteristics of 
the government sector of the economy 
and to conduct public policy research.



Surveys



Demographic Surveys

• The Current Population Survey
• The Survey of Income and Program 

Participation
• The American Community Survey
• American Housing Survey



The American Community Survey

• Samples approximately 3.5 million 
addresses per year
• 290k per month

• Produces estimates for characteristics of 
both population and housing

• Creates estimates for small geographic 
areas



Estimates from Administrative Records

• Annual Population Estimates
• Monthly Import and Exports
• Weekly, monthly and annual surveys of the 

nation’s economic activity



Conduct Surveys for Government Agencies

• Department of Justice
• Department of Education
• National Center for Education Statistics
• National Center for Science and Engineering 

Statistics
• National Center for Health Statistics
• Center for Disease Control
• Bureau of Labor Statistics



Three Items Needed to Initiate a Search

• Your topic of interest (children, income, 
poverty)

• Year (timeline for the data you seek)
• Geography (state, county, place)



Census Geography

• Foundation of all data collection and 
publication

• Legal and Administrative Geography
• Statistical Geography 



TIGERWeb



Data Tools and Applications



Census Survey Explorer (CSE)



data.census.gov



data.census.gov



data.census.gov



Census Business Builder



Census Business Builder



QuickFacts 



Data Products

• Summary Tables
• Analyses
• Microdata
• Maps and Geographic Products
• Metadata
• Visualizations



Geographic Products

• TIGER
• Topologically Integrated Geographic 

Encoding and Referencing System
• Boundary and Thematic Maps
• Other Geographic Products

• Reference Information Maps
• Tallies of Geographic Entities
• Relationship Files



• Federal Depository Library Program
• State Data Centers
• Census Information Centers
• Census Advisory Committees
• National Partnerships

Partnerships and Outreach



• Congress
• State and Local Governments
• Researchers and Academic Institutions
• Financial Institutions
• Regional Planning Agencies
• Businesses and Chambers of 

Commerce
• Librarians
• You!

Census Data Users



Census Bureau Resources & Services

• Data Training and Workshops
• Statistics in Schools
• Demographic Consulting
• The Census Bureau Library



Census Academy

census.gov/academy



Highlights

• The U.S. Census Bureau conducts 3 censuses and over 130 
surveys. Many in conjunction with other statistical 
agencies.

• We have tools, data products, services, and resources to 
help you understand, and access data. 

• We cater our products and tools to meet the evolving 
needs of our partners and data users. 



Kim Brown

U.S. Census Bureau

Data Dissemination and Training Branch

Kimberly.a.brown@census.gov

301-763-1196

Census.askdata@census.gov

1844-ASKDATA

@uscensusbureau

Subscribe: Census.gov/academy

Get in Touch with Us



THANK 
YOU



Upcoming Webinars – Accessing Census Bureau Statistics Series

• Geography 101 – June 22
• Economic Census – July 18
• American Community Survey – August 15
• Data.census.gov – September 14
• Census Business Builder – October 26 


